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‘Wa-won-je-gnon, the aged and intelligent chief of the
Red Lake band of the Ojibways, states, that from this ex-
pedition can be dated the settlement of Red Lake by the
Ojibways. He also states that the traders on this oceasion,
made a minute exploration of the lake and sounded the
depth of its waters. In the deepest portions they discov-
ered it to be but eight fathoms.

There is living at Red Lake an aged Indian, whose
name is Bow-it-ig-o-win-in, signifying “Sault Ste. Marie
man,” who first came into the country as an engagé to
Mons. Cadotte during this voyage, and has remained in it
ever since, having married and raised a family of children.
So far as I can learn, this old Indian is now the only sur-
vivor of the sixty men who are said to have formed the
party. An incident is currently related among the north-
ern Ojibways, which is said to have happened while Ca-
dotte’s party were wintering on Leaf River. Mr. Bell,
one of the traders or clerks associated with him, kept in
his employ a gigantic negro, whose name was “ Tom.” Mr.
Bell himself was a small and feebly constituted man, but
of very irritable disposition, especially when under the
influence of liquor. One evening he quarrelled with his
negro Tom, and both being somewhat intoxicated, they
grappled in mortal strife. The huge negro easily threw
his master on the floor, and pressing him forcibly down, he
unmercifully and dreadfully beat him with his fists. Mr.
Bell’s Indian wife was sitting by a table making moceasins,
and held in her hand a penknife which she was occasionally
using. Seeing the hopeless situation of her husband, she
ran to his rescue, and stabbed the negro with her penknife
till she killed him.
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